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Crimes against humanity - category of international crime usually

associated with the related concepts of genocide and war crimes that

generally involve acts of physical violence or persecution committed

against vulnerable groups of civilians.

Dictatorship - form of government in which one person or a small group

possesses absolute power without effective constitutional limitations.

Genocide - deliberate and systematic destruction of a group of people

because of their ethnicity, nationality, religion, or race.

Humanitarian intervention -  actions undertaken by an organization or

organizations (usually a state or a coalition of states) that are intended to

alleviate extensive human suffering within the borders of a sovereign

state.

International humanitarian law - set of rules which seek, for humanitarian

reasons, to limit the effects of armed conflict.

International justice - ensuring accountability for some of the most

serious crimes: genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, torture and

enforced disappearances.

International war crimes tribunals - courts of law established to try

individuals accused of war crimes and crimes against humanity.

Totalitarianism - form of government that permits no individual freedom

and seeks to subordinate all aspects of individual life to the authority of

the state.
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GLOSSARY 



 After the invasion of the United States

and the allied coalition in 2003, human

rights bodies faced the new challenge of

observing international humanitarian law,

protecting civilians from the effects of

hostilities, and assisting war victims.

Despite statements made by Secretary-

General Kofi Annan who stressed the role

of restoring human rights and freedoms,

ensuring the internal security of civilians,

and establishing the rule of law, proper

efforts were not fulfilled by the coalition

forces, which resulted in more tragic

incidents and casualties.

 The United Nations is not in position to

turn a blind eye to such destructive

behavior of participating countries, as it is

the people under the pressure of a

totalitarian regime who suffer first and

foremost. Thanks to the efforts of special

international commissions and

independent human rights organizations,

thorough investigations are being

conducted into mass disappearances,

classified archives are being uncovered,

and support is being provided to the

relatives of the dead and the affected

families. The main focus now is achieving

justice, establishing accountability for

the crimes committed against the Iraqi

people and monitoring compliance with

international humanitarian law. 

 For years, human rights organizations

have expressed grave concern about

the human rights situation in Iraq,

publishing reports almost monthly on

abuses against ordinary Iraqi citizens,

such as physical violence, illegal

detention, restrictions on freedom of

speech, and suppression of all activist

campaigns. In a civilized world where

human rights are legally protected and

the human person is respected, there is

no place for horrific torture, punishment,

abuse, and murder. Among the

international treaties accepted by Iraq,

the most important are the International

Covenant on Economic, Social and

Cultural Rights[1] and the International

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,[2]

as they constitute an essential

framework which guarantees the basic

rights and freedoms of a person and a

citizen. However, a number of

international legal instruments that are

part of the UN human rights system,

such as the Convention against Torture

and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading

Treatment or Punishment and its

Optional Protocol,[3] have not been

ratified by Iraq, leading democratic free

countries to call for strong action

against those responsible for attacks on

human honor and dignity and those

involved in committing crimes against

humanity. 
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[1] International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, entered into force 3 January 1976
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cescr.aspx 
[2] International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, entered into force 23 March 1976
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
[3] Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and its Optional Protocol, entered into force Junу
26, 1987 https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cat.aspx
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 The first aggravated territorial dispute

and the reason for fighting was the long-

standing dispute between Baghdad and

Tehran over the ownership of oil fields

located in the lower reaches of the

border river Shatt al-Arab. 

 In September 1980 Iraqi troops invaded

the border area of Iran, occupying the

province of Khuzestan, but managed to

keep control of Iranian land only in the

initial phase of the war, until December

1980. Over the next seven years there

were fierce positional battles, major

offensives, air and missile strikes on the

territories of both countries, but neither

side achieved its military and strategic

objectives. During the military campaign,

Iraqi forces actively used chemical

weapons against Iranian combatants and

civilians. By 1986, the number of

casualties and victims of chemical

attacks had reached 16,000.[4]

 During the early years of the Iran-Iraq

war, the Iraqi government arrested

thousands of Shi'a Muslims on the

charge of supporting the 1979 revolution

in Iran. Many have “disappeared” or

remain unaccounted for; others died

under torture or were executed. This

campaign was followed by the forced

expulsion of over half a million Shi'a

during the 1980s to Iran, after the

separation of many male family

members. 

 In 1968, the Baath Party came to power

in Iraq with a coup d'état by storming

the presidential palace. One of the key

figures in this organization, the deputy

chief secretary of the party and later

the head of the special reconnaissance

and surveillance service "Jihaz Khanin"

(since 1973, the "Directorate of General

Military Intelligence”), with the function

of security, was Saddam Hussein, the

future permanent president of Iraq and

the one-man dictator whose totalitarian

regime of power has terrorized the

country for a quarter of a century.

 On July 16, 1979, Saddam Hussein

officially became president of Iraq,

firmly concentrating the power of the

state apparatus in his hands. By

eliminating political opponents and

potential rivals, and reinforcing the

existing order with massive repression,

Hussein kept the threat of opposition to

a minimum. The internal security forces

physically and psychologically abused

any "unreliable" citizen suspected of

treason, collusion with foreign agents, or

disrespect for the ruling government.

3
[4] Chemical Weapons Programs: History https://fas.org/nuke/guide/iraq/cw/program.htm 

THE REGIME OF SADDAM HUSSEIN AND CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

Iran-Iraq War
 Numerous transformations in the

economic sphere, the realization of oil

potential, and the development of a

powerful military infrastructure and land

army allowed Iraq to expand its

geopolitical influence in its region.

https://fas.org/nuke/guide/iraq/cw/program.htm


took place one year earlier when in April

1987 twenty four villages in Balisan

valley, Karadag and Yahsomer regions of

Iraqi Kurdistan were twice subjected to

chemical bombardment in less than 48

hours because of open opposition of their

population to Hussein's regime.

 Chemical weapons slaughter,

persecution of returning refugees and

their isolation in countercamps, forced

resettlement to transform the ethnic

structure of the region's population in

favor of Arabs. Mass disappearances,

extrajudicial killings are the most

devastating evidence of disparagement

of human dignity. The killings, acts of

genocide, forcible and arbitrary transfer

of population as well as chemical

weapons attacks all amount to crimes

against humanity. Situation with

execution of minorities and their total

discrimination has been continuously

tackled by condemning pressure from

the side of neighbouring states, although

with little improvements.

These men and boys, estimated to

number between 50,000-70,000, were

arrested and imprisoned indefinitely

without charge; most remain

unaccounted for.[5]

4[5] Human Rights Watch Policy Paper http://www.mafhoum.com/press4/126S23.htm

Al-Anfal
 One of the most terrible internal

offences against the civilian population

of Iraq imputed to Saddam Hussein is

the mass extermination of the people of

Southern Kurdistan, codenamed the

"Anfal" program, which took place in

1987-1989 at the same time with Iran-

Iraq war. During the military operation

against the Kurdish population of the

Northern Iraq region, some 100 000

Kurds were killed or went missing,

according to Human Rights Watch and

Amnesty International estimation. Of

the five thousand Kurdish villages, about

four thousand were completely

destroyed, 700 000 of villagers were

placed in concentration camps, and

about one million people became

refugees. Over 140 000 Kurds were

forced to flee to neighboring Iran and

Turkey, abandoning their possessions.

  The most brutal parts of the plan were

the chemical bombing of Kurdish

population centers by Iraqi aircraft

several times. The Halabja gas attack in

March 1988 that killed about five

thousand inhabitants became

particularly famous, but the first cases

of using chemical weapons against

civilian Kurdish population

Invasion of Kuwait
  And even though the whole world was

shaken and experiencing the aftermath

of destructive actions of Iraq at home

and on the Iranian territories, this was

not the end of the manifestation of the

aggressive Saddam Hussein’s regime.

The events of August 2, 1990 were the

starting point for the decisive action by

the UN Security Council and the United

States in particular.

http://www.mafhoum.com/press4/126S23.htm


Civilian facilities and private businesses

were also occupied by the Iraqi  military.

All humanitarian aid, whether by local

volunteers or international organizations,

was forbidden, attempts to help civilians

were severely suppressed, property and

supplies were seized and liquidated. The

Iraqi invasion turned some 400,000

Kuwaiti citizens into refugees, and

displaced hundreds of thousands of

foreigners who had made Kuwait their

home. 

 These atrocious crimes against

humanity are not limited to official

records; many incidents, large-scale

human and civil rights violations were not

recorded because of the strict control of

the media and the work of foreign

reporters, whose materials could easily

be deemed illegal and whose safety was

often threatened. 

In 1991 the liberation of Kuwait from the

Iraqi occupation began. On February 28,

1991, the United States and its allies

completed the first military operation

against Iraq.[7] A UN ultimatum, Security

Council Resolution 678, followed on

November 29, 1990, stipulated that if

Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein did not

remove his troops from Kuwait by

January 15, 1991 a U.S.-led coalition was

authorized to drive them out. 

 On January 16, 1991, President George

H. W. Bush announced the start of what 

 The act has also marked the beginning

of the weakening of Hussein's dictatorial

regime through the strong intervention

of the international community. 

 In the darkness, just after midnight on

August 2, 1990, four elite Iraqi divisions

and special forces units, supported by

air support, attacked neighboring

Kuwait. The small oil kingdom was

seized in two days, and Iraq soon

annexed it as its 19th province, gaining

huge reserves of Kuwaiti oil. On the day

of the invasion, the UN Security Council

promptly adopted Resolution №660,[6]

which condemned Iraq's invasion of

Kuwait and called on Iraq to immediately

and unconditionally retreat to its

borders. On August 6, the Security

Council imposed a worldwide ban on

trade with Iraq.

 Immediately after the seizure of Kuwaiti

territory, tens of thousands of people

were forced to flee their country under

the threat of violence and attacks by

the Iraqi military. Illegal arrests, arson of

houses, theft of other people's property

left hundreds of thousands of residents

homeless, and numerous arrests, mass

shootings and public punishments for

any resistance left thousands of

families without a breadwinner.

Hospitals and stores were taken under

absolute control, access to clean water

and basic necessities was restricted. 

5
[6] Security Council Resolution №660 http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/660 
[7] Operation Desert Storm: Ten Years Later, National Security Archive Electronic Briefing Book No. 39, January 17, 2001
https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB39/ 

http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/660
https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB39/


 The rebels also committed gross abuses

during the uprising, summarily executing

suspected members of the security

forces, including many who were in

custody.

would be called Operation “Desert

Storm” - a military operation to expel

occupying Iraqi forces from Kuwait,

which Iraq had invaded and annexed

months earlier. For weeks, a U.S.-led

coalition of two dozen nations had

positioned more than 900,000 troops in

the region, most stationed on the Saudi-

Iraq border.

 Since the occupation of Kuwait, an

estimated 4,000 to 7,000 Kuwaiti

citizens have been killed. 12,000

Kuwaitis have been captured or are

missing.[8]
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[8] Human Rights Watch World Report 1990 - Iraq and occupied Kuwait https://www.refworld.org/docid/467fca3cc.html 
[9] Why the Uprisings Failed https://merip.org/1992/05/why-the-uprisings-failed/ 
[10] Endless Torment: The 1991 Uprising in Iraq And Its Aftermath https://www.hrw.org/reports/1992/Iraq926.htm 
[11]  Security Council Resolution №678, November 29, 1990 http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/678 
[12] Security Council Resolution №1441, November 8, 2002 http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/1441 
[13]  War in Iraq: Not a Humanitarian Intervention, Human Rights Watch Report, 2004 https://www.hrw.org/legacy/wr2k4/3.htm 

The 1991 Uprising in Iraq
   In March 1991, following Iraq’s defeat

in the Gulf war, the Kurds of northern

Iraq and Arabs of the south rose up

against the Baath regime. Despite  the

first weeks of success when new local

authority was established, the rebellion

was suppressed, and reprisals awaited

the rebels.[9]

 The fate of thousands of Kurds and

Shi'a who were seized remains unknown.

Over 100,000 Kurds and Shi'a who fled

cities where the conflicts were

particularly fierce remain displaced

inside Iraq, and another 70,000 civilians

were placed in refugee camps in Saudi

Arabia, Turkey and Iran.[10]

Post-Invasion Iraq:
Operation Iraqi Freedom
On March 20, 2003, based on UN

Security Council Resolutions No. 678[11]

and No. 1441,[12] combined U.S. and anti-

Iraq Coalition forces launched a military

operation to overthrow the dictatorial

regime, which was called Iraqi Freedom.

While the high command was most

focused on overthrowing the current

leadership and policies of Saddam

Hussein, the issue of human rights and

humanitarian aid to civilians was left

aside. Human Rights Watch has

described the Iraq War as not a

humanitarian intervention because other

non-humanitarian goals were pursued

and human rights have been put at risk.

[13]

 The report of the UN Commission on

Human Rights in Iraq states that the

overthrow of Saddam Hussein was a

positive factor in the development and

strengthening of human rights in the

country. However, the coalition troops

occupying the country are also

responsible for human rights violations. 

https://www.refworld.org/docid/467fca3cc.html
https://merip.org/1992/05/why-the-uprisings-failed/
https://www.hrw.org/reports/1992/Iraq926.htm
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/678
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/1441
https://www.hrw.org/legacy/wr2k4/3.htm


 Coalition soldiers and civil authorities,

and even independent non-Iraqi

contractors engaged by them, are

immune from Iraqi law, under the terms of

Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA)

Decree 17.[15] This leaves it up to the

member states of the U.S.-led coalition

and their respective militaries to

investigate such incidents and hold

accountable anyone found to have used,

or condoned the use of excessive or

indiscriminate force.

 While the U.S. military claims that the

wrongful deaths have been fully

investigated, the actual documentation

and testimony is being scrutinized by

Human Rights Watch.[16]

 U.S. and U.K. military and civilian leaders

have repeatedly stressed their

commitment to avoiding civilian

casualties and other harm to civilians.

Neither country, however, does an

adequate job of investigating and

analyzing why civilian casualties occur.

That job, left largely to organizations like

Human Rights Watch, should be the

responsibility of parties of the conflict.

Having the capability to do this kind of

assessment, the United States and

United Kingdom should accurately

account for the civilian casualties they

cause in armed conflict so that they can

provide maximum protection to civilians

in any future conflict. [17]

According to the Commission's findings,

those responsible must be held

accountable before the international

community.

 Since one of the duties of the

occupation powers is to establish,

maintain and protect public order,[14]

allegations that the British and

American military are unable to ensure

the safety of the Iraqi population, take

responsibility for providing humanitarian

assistance to civilians and former illegal

prisoners that were affected, as well as

address the growing crime in the city

streets and local disturbances have

caused a huge resonance in the

international community, forcing the

competent authorities to investigate

such incidents.

 Human Rights Watch investigations of

civilian deaths have raised serious

concerns regarding the failure to deploy

sufficient numbers of appropriately

trained and equipped forces in this

regard. These serious shortcomings

have been exacerbated by a systematic

failure to undertake sufficiently high-

level investigations in cases of civilian

deaths that may have resulted from

excessive or indiscriminate use of lethal

force by U.S. troops.

Compounding the problem is a lack of

accountability for unlawful deaths. 
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[14] The Hague Regulation of 1907
[15] Coalition Provisional Authority Order №17 https://web.archive.org/web/20071005032102/http://www.cpa-
iraq.org/regulations/20040627_CPAORD_17_Status_of_Coalition__Rev__with_Annex_A.pdf 
[16] Heart and Minds: Post-War Civilian Deaths in Baghdad caused by U.S Forces https://www.hrw.org/reports/2003/iraq1003/5.htm
[17] Off Target: The Conduct of the War and Civilian Casualties in Iraq, Human Rights Watch, December 11, 2003 https://www.hrw.org/report/2003/12/11/target/conduct-war-and-civilian-
casualties-iraq 

https://web.archive.org/web/20071005032102/http://www.cpa-iraq.org/regulations/20040627_CPAORD_17_Status_of_Coalition__Rev__with_Annex_A.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/reports/2003/iraq1003/5.htm
https://www.hrw.org/report/2003/12/11/target/conduct-war-and-civilian-casualties-iraq


have stated that a system of sorts has

become widespread in the interrogation

of tortured foreign prisoners.
In April 2004, the U.S. channel CBS

News showed a scandalous story about

the torture of prisoners at Abu Ghraib

prison, where Iraqis accused of

committing crimes against Western

coalition forces were held. The photos

shown in the story were published by

the New Yorker magazine.[18] During

further investigation, it was revealed

that the prisoners were raped, tortured

with electric shocks and hung with their

hands tied. According to the 14th article

of the Geneva Convention prisoners of

war are to be respected for their honor

and dignity and the 13th article states

that they must be protected against

acts of violence, intimidation and insults. 

 Later, the leadership of the U.S. Armed

Forces admitted that some of the

torture methods did not comply with the

Third Geneva Convention on the

Treatment of Prisoners of War,[19] as

well as the Convention against Torture

and Other Cruel, Inhuman, Degrading

Treatment or Punishment, and

announced its willingness to publicly

apologize. 

 Despite claims on the U.S. side that

these are isolated cases, many

humanitarian organizations, including

Amnesty International and Human

Rights Watch, 
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Torturing at Abu Ghraib

Basra under British Occupation

[18] Torture at Abu Ghraib https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2004/05/10/torture-at-abu-ghraib 
[19] III Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War (https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-
crimes/Doc.32_GC-III-EN.pdf) 
[20]  Basra: British Forces Fail to Provide Security https://www.hrw.org/legacy/press/2003/06/iraq060303.htm 

 It is not only U.S. troops that have failed

in their responsibility to maintain law and

order in occupied cities. Human Rights

Watch has published a report clearly

pointing out the failure of British military

units and their negligent, irresponsible

attitude toward the growing problems of

civilians, such as an upsurge in crime and

lawlessness.[20] Particular attention of

the human rights activists has been

drawn to the city of Basra, Iraq’s second

largest city, where the presence of

British forces was supposed to establish

necessary security and address the

administrative issues of the local

population. 

 British forces faced the same problems

as the U.S. military, including inadequate

training for civilian duties for soldiers,

inadequate deployment of military police,

unpreparedness to deal with local laws,

and an inability to establish dialogue with

the local population. In carrying out their

tasks, British forces have exceeded their

authority, often opening fire and using

force on Iraqi civilians when violent brutal

action could have been avoided, much

less the use of weapons. 

The United Kingdom (UK) Ministry of

Defence has said that UK forces 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2004/05/10/torture-at-abu-ghraib
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.32_GC-III-EN.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/legacy/press/2003/06/iraq060303.htm


have been involved in the killing of 37

civilians since 1 May 2003. It 

 acknowledges that this figure is not

comprehensive as it is sometimes

impossible for soldiers to confirm the

number of casualties in a specific

incident. In several cases documented

by Amnesty International, UK soldiers

opened fire and killed Iraqi civilians in

circumstances where there was

apparently no imminent threat of death

or serious injury to themselves or

others.[21]

paid to investigations into the crimes of

the Iraqi authorities and military, as well

as massive human rights violations.

Human rights bodies insist on bringing to

justice the Iraqi oppressors and increased

monitoring of misconduct and brutality by

the authorities, coalition forces, and the

Iraqi military.[23]

 The UN support role in Iraq was

established by Security Council

resolution 1500 (2003)[24] at the request

of the Government of Iraq. The United

Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq

(UNAMI)[25] is a special political mission,

whose mandate is to prioritize the

provision of advice, support, and

assistance to the Government and people

of Iraq on advancing inclusive political

dialogue and national and community-

level reconciliation; assisting in the

electoral process; facilitating regional

dialogue between Iraq and its neighbours;

and promoting the protection of human

rights and judicial and legal reforms.[26]

The question of the human rights

situation in Iraq was discussed in detail at

the sixtieth session of the Commission on

Human Rights, where the report of the UN

Special Rapporteur for Human Rights in

Iraq, Andreas Mavrommatis, was

published.[27]
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[21] Iraq: Killings of civilians in Basra and al-'Amara, Amnesty International, 2004
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/100000/mde140072004en.pdf
[22] Campaign Against Sanctions on Iraq, Occasional Briefing, Analysis of Security Council Resolution 1284, 1999 http://www.casi.org.uk/briefing/ob2.html 
[23] Security Council Resolution Silent on Human Rights: International Justice Needed for Past Abusers 
 https://www.hrw.org/legacy/press/2003/05/iraq052003.htm 
[24] Security Council Resolution S/RES/1500, 2003 http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/1500 
[25] Security Council Press Release, August 14, 2003 https://www.un.org/press/en/2003/sc7843.doc.htm
[26] Press Release of the Security Council, 2003 https://www.un.org/press/en/2003/sc7843.doc.htm 
[27] UN Economic and Social Council, Commission on Human Rights, Report submitted by the Special Rapporteur, Andreas Mavrommatis, March 18, 2004
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G04/121/50/PDF/G0412150.pdf?OpenElement 

International Justice and
Humanitarian Assistance 
Since 1980, the UN Security Council

has passed some thirty resolutions on

Iraq, including calls for an end to

hostilities, an end to armed incursions

into neighboring states, and an end to

the development of chemical weapons.

[22] Iraq's actions have been

condemned by committee members,

harsh economic sanctions have been

imposed, and special expert

commissions have been created to

assess the crisis situation. 

 However, human rights organizations,

including Human Rights Watch, claim

that insufficient attention has been

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/100000/mde140072004en.pdf
http://www.casi.org.uk/briefing/ob2.html
https://www.hrw.org/legacy/press/2003/05/iraq052003.htm
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/1500
https://www.un.org/press/en/2003/sc7843.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2003/sc7843.doc.htm
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G04/121/50/PDF/G0412150.pdf?OpenElement


The UN Commission on Human Rights

established the mandate of the

Special Representative in Iraq in 1991,

but in 11 years Baghdad received him

only once, in 1992. In 2002,

Mawrommatis made his first visit to

familiarize himself with overall

conditions of civilian populations and

current humanitarian issues.[28]

 This step provided additional details

and eyewitness accounts of

atrocities and brutality, expedited

disclosure of past gross human rights

violations, strengthened mechanisms

of engagement with the interim

government, and enhanced the rule of

law and democracy. The purpose of

the work of the special commission is

to ensure compliance with the

provisions of key legal documents

aimed at the recognition and

protection of human rights. A regular

series of consultations and meetings

aimed to further discuss sensitive

socio-economic issues and to verify

the testimonies of eyewitnesses and

victims of the dictatorial regime.[29]

 On August 19, 2003, a suicide bomber-

driven explosives truck crashed into the

U.N. headquarters in Baghdad. The attack

killed 23 people, including Sérgio Vieira de

Mello, Special Representative of the UN

Secretary General in Iraq, and injured

more than 100. The attack targeted the

U.N. mission in Iraq, the U.S. military and a

new Security Council resolution that was

being drafted to restore peace and

stability to the region.

 However, this act, like another similar

bombing a month later, did not stop the

UN representatives from carrying out

their work; rather, it became another call

to bring the perpetrators to justice. At

that point, it was clear that the UN had

failed to organize sufficient security for

the members of the special mission, as

well as to ensure full coordination with

the Iraqi military.[30]

 The UN statements followed afterwards

were resolute in their determination to

form a new legitimate government, help

rebuild the country after the war, and

provide economic support as well as

humanitarian assistance to the Iraqi

people.[31] The events have only

strengthened the intentions of the

Special Rapporteur to develop

democratic principles and promote

further human rights.[32]

10

[28] Iraq: UN human rights expert wraps up visit, first after 10-year hiatus
https://news.un.org/en/story/2002/02/27802-iraq-un-human-rights-expert-wraps-visit-first-after-10-year-hiatus
[29] UN Economic and Social Council, Commission on Human Rights, Report submitted by the Special Rapporteur, Andreas Mavrommatis, March 18, 2004 https://documents-
dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G04/121/50/PDF/G0412150.pdf?OpenElement 
[30] Report of the Independent Panel on the Safety and Security of UN Personnel in Iraq https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/report-independent-panel-safety-and-security-
un-personnel-iraq 
[31] Top UN official among dead in Baghdad blast https://www.theguardian.com/world/2003/aug/19/iraq1 
[32] Interim report of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the situation of human rights in Iraq, General Assembly, Resolution A/58/338, 2003
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N03/496/14/PDF/N0349614.pdf?OpenElement

Bombing at Canal Hotel

https://news.un.org/en/story/2002/02/27802-iraq-un-human-rights-expert-wraps-visit-first-after-10-year-hiatus
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G04/121/50/PDF/G0412150.pdf?OpenElement
https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/report-independent-panel-safety-and-security-un-personnel-iraq
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2003/aug/19/iraq1
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N03/496/14/PDF/N0349614.pdf?OpenElement


 Human Rights Watch urges the

Council to establish an international

criminal tribunal to examine available

evidence regarding the responsibility

of Iraq's leaders for war crimes,

genocide, and crimes against

humanity, and to bring those

responsible to justice. The

investigation should include the

genocidal 1988 campaign to evacuate

the Kurdish countryside, the so-

called Anfal campaign, as well as war

crimes during the occupation of

Kuwait and crimes against humanity

that have been credibly reported

during the period from the Gulf war up

to the present. The Council should

provide all necessary resources for

the Tribunal to fulfill its mandate in a

timely and effective manner.

 The Council should also request all

countries to cooperate in arresting

and bringing to justice in national

courts Iraqi officials and former

officials who appear within their

national frontiers and for whom

probable cause of responsibility for

such crimes can be established.

support adequate monitoring of

human rights in Iraq, security

permitting. The mandate of the

monitors should cover human rights

abuses in Iraqi territory by any party,

and their reports should be regularly

and publicly available;

and to prosecute those responsible

promptly. 

 The Office of the United Nations High

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

has offered to make its expertise

available to Iraqi officials and

representatives of the country's civil

society as they establish a legal

framework to promote and protect

human rights. It is reported that the

acting High Commissioner has approved

of efforts to prepare a declaration on

human rights for the country, on

envisaged constitutional provisions on

human rights and on draft rights

legislation. Other initiatives have been

supported in a number of  areas, including

the training of human rights monitors and

for the establishment of a human rights

resource centre in Baghdad.

 International non-governmental

organisations have also addressed the

Commission on Human Rights. Amnesty

International in its mission has declared

the following: 
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Establishing Tribunal for Iraq

Protecting Human Rights
 The Special Rapporteur urges all

concerned to accelerate the process

of criminal investigations in connection

with grave human rights violations and 

[33] UN Press Release, December 4, 2003 https://www.un.org/press/en/2003/hr4711.doc.htm  

https://www.un.org/press/en/2003/hr4711.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2003/hr4711.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2003/hr4711.doc.htm


extend the mandate of the Special

Rapporteur on the situation of

human rights in Iraq for a further

year clarifying that the mandate

covers all past and present human

rights violations in Iraq;  

support the sending of UN experts

to work with Iraqi experts and civil

society in developing proposals for

building the rule of law in Iraq;  

ensure that any trial of senior and

other officials of the former Iraqi

government respects fully

international standards for fair trial.

[34]
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[34] Amnesty International, UN Commission on Human Rights: Mission: to promote and protect human rights, Amnesty International January 2004
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/96000/ior410012004en.pdf 



 Despite declaring the invasion of Iraq illegitimate and violating the

UN Charter, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has said that U.N.

humanitarian aid will be delivered and the lives of ordinary Iraqi

people will be prioritized.[35] The Secretary-General also expressed

hope that the future of the Iraqi people will be better than their

recent past and that they will soon have the opportunity to rebuild

their country in peace, freedom and the rule of law.[36]

 Iraq must independently, but not without comprehensive

assistance from international organizations, embark on a path

toward democracy, a strong civil society, and a fair judicial system

that protects the law. Currently human rights organizations are

working to build an effective dialogue with the Iraqi government to

implement a series of reforms aimed at constitutionally

strengthening human rights and their protection and inviolability.

The culture of impunity must be eradicated, and accountability for

past atrocities by war criminals and public officials who support an

oppressive regime must be assured. 

[35] The Guardian, September 16, 2004 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2004/sep/16/iraq.iraq
[36] The Secretary-General Address to the General Assembly New York, September 23, 2003 https://www.un.org/webcast/ga/58/statements/sg2eng030923.htm 
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2004/sep/16/iraq.iraq
https://www.un.org/webcast/ga/58/statements/sg2eng030923.htm
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